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Wilcox Brings JetBlue

Thursday, April 24,2008

Touch To Charter Business

Alex Wilcox, a founding mem-
ber of JetBlue and the first presi-
dent of India’s Kingfisher Airlines,
this week unveiled his latest proj-
ect: JetSuite, a very light jet (VLJ)
operator that will pay aircraft own-
ers a monthly income in return for
rights to charter their aircraft.

Along with several key figures
from JetBlue’s formative years and
colleagues from his time at Virgin
Atlantic and Kingfisher, Wilcox
has taken an air taxi concept once
known as Magnum Jet and revised
its business plan to create this
new venture. This company plans
to start its first revenue charter
service with an Embraer Phenom
100 in June 2009, and expects to
be operating a fleet of 100 Phe-
nom 100s and 300s within four
years of its launch. Embraer,
which expects to certify its Phe-
nom 100 in mid-2008, will begin
delivering JetSuite’s aircraft in
April 2009.

New User Generation

“We are creating a branded char-
ter;” Wilcox tells The DAILY. “The
aircraft efficiencies allow us to take
this technology and really change
the industry.” Wilcox notes that
JetSuite’s new, single-type fleet
will cut current charter operating
costs in half, allowing savings to
be passed to a new generation of
users. “We will have to grow the
market. A lot of people out there
don’t know about charter; most
don’t even have an idea what an
FBO [fixed-based operator] is.”

JetSuite plans to have 12 VLJs
by the end of 2009. Deliveries
will increase to two Phenoms per
month from January 2010, and
if the options are firmed — as is
likely — this will continue until
the full 100 aircraft order is ful-
filled. Under Embraer’s current
production plans, this delivery
schedule gives JetSuite exclusive
rights to every Phenom being
built from the beginning of 2010

to the end of 2012.

Formal certification for Part 135
operations is scheduled to begin
this August, and the first revenue
charter flight is planned in June
2009, says Wilcox. The fleet will
initially be based at Hawthorne
Municipal Airport, just outside of
Los Angeles, and Henderson Ex-
ecutive Airport in Las Vegas, but
Wilcox expects to quickly open a
base in Northern California’s Bay
Area and has plans for services
from Mesa, Ariz., and Salt Lake
City, Utah, within two years.

Adam Air Order

Although JetSuite has a clear
strategy for the Phenoms first
ordered by Magnum Jet in 2006,
there is still some uncertainty over
the future of Magnum’s order for
up to 100 Adam Aircraft A700
VLJs. This order has been on
hold since the U.S. manufactur-
er liquidated earlier this month,
and little has happened during
the subsequent purchase of Adam
by AAI Acquisition. “We have yet
to hear from them [the new own-
ers],” says Wilcox. An AAI execu-
tive would not comment on the
company’s order backlog.

Joining Wilcox at JetSuite is Usto
Schulz, a former VP-safety at Jet-
Blue and a 17-year veteran of the
FAA, who will be JetSuite’s VP-cer-
tification and safety, while Robert
Murphy, who has worked in fi-
nancial and strategic planning
roles for several companies in-
cluding JetBlue and Kingfish-
er, will handle corporate affairs.
Amy Curtis-MclIntyre, a former
VP-marketing at JetBlue has
been retained to consult on the
new charter firm’s brand and
product, and Ken Burnham,
who was a DC-10 fleet captain
for United, is JetSuite’s VP-
flight operations. JetSuite also
named Gen. Wesley Clark chair-
man. -darren_shannon@aviation-
week.com
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